
The kitchen is the heart of the home.
It's where the family congregates and is
often Ground Zero for homework and
bill-paying. It's also where individuals
play host to parties and feed the
crowds.

With so many uses, the kitchen sees
its share of action and is often one of
the rooms in the house that can use
remodel to stay updated as trends
change through the years. Also, as any
real estate agent worth his or her salt
will tell you, remodeling your kitchen
can be a sound financial investment --
adding a good deal of value to your
home should you ever choose to sell.

Considering the kitchen is one of the
most widely used rooms of the house,
choosing to remodel it is a large under-
taking and one that can cause a good
deal of upheaval in your life. So consid-
er these tips before beginning.

Determine a Budget
Kitchen remodels are expensive,

there's no getting around that fact.
Remodeling an average-size kitchen
(10' by 10') can cost anywhere from

$5,000 for minimal changes to the high
double-digits for extensive and top-of-
the-line renovations.

One of the priciest parts of a kitchen
renovation is the cabinetry, followed by
high-end appliances. If your cabinets
are in sound shape, consider giving
them a face lift instead of a complete
tear-out and redo. If appliances will be
a budget-breaker, consider lower-priced
models. As long as all appliances are of
the same finish and look cohesive, it
will be fine.

Consider what homes in your area
are selling for and their average value.
You don't want to make improvements
that exceed the value of homes in your
neighborhood, which could be to your
disadvantage if you sell later on.

Plan Out Your Design
Functionality should be as much a

part of your kitchen as beauty. Think
about how you work in the kitchen and
which drawers or cabinets will be of
most use. Most designers recommend
a triangular arrangement of the stove,
sink and refrigerator, so you're working

efficiently and don't have to cross
obstacles to get from one to the other.
If you frequently entertain from your
kitchen and like the hands-on
approach, perhaps a center island with
separate prep sink would fit the bill.

Remember to work with the scale of
the room. While a design you saw in a
home decorating magazine may be
beautiful, it doesn't mean that commer-
cial stove and refrigerator will fit in your
space.

Research Contractors
Horror stories of individuals being left

high and dry by contractors are all too
common. However, a very good majori-
ty of contractors are reliable and hon-
est, you simply have to do you research
to hire the right one.

You can call the Better Business
Bureau to check up on a contractor,
and asking for references before any
money is exchanged with the contractor
is an absolute must as well. Make sure
that the contractor also has insurance
and workman's comp to cover injuries
for him, his staff, and any subcontrac-

tors he hires out work to.
A contractor will become your right-

hand man during the remodeling, so
you want to have a good rapport with
him and make sure he's listening to
your suggestions and wishes.

Part of the hiring process involves
getting estimates from the contractors
you're considering. Try for three or four
estimates and compare them to see
which is the best value.

Get Your Hands Dirty
The term "sweat equity" floats around

with home improvement projects. This
is a concept of doing some work your-
self to be paid off in the long run.
Handling some of the labor-intensive
tasks, such as demolishing old cabinets
or tearing out tile that will be replaced
can shave off a good percentage off of
your bill. While supplies are expensive,
it's the contractor's labor charge that
may be the highest number you see on
your contract. So anything you can do
to cut down his hours on the job -- from
prepping a space to sweeping up after
the work -- will save you cash.
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Charleston 12 Shannon Place 2:00-4:00 PM
$410,000, 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths, Nadia Hardy
304.437.0658 oldcolony.com/124975.ad

For Details, Photos and
Directions for all of Today’s

Open Houses, go to...

Charleston 4111 Venable Avenue 2:00-4:00 PM
$189,900, 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, Genny Martin
304.552.5653 oldcolony.com/126738.ad

St. Albans 1016 Sandhill Drive 2:00-4:00 PM
$249,900, 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths, Gayla Wright
304.533.6825 oldcolony.com/124559.ad

Dunbar 1508 Kanawha Avenue 2:00-4:00 PM
$672,448, 5 Bedrooms, 5 Baths, Susan McIntyre
304.444.6097 oldcolony.com/126088.ad

Winfield 109 Jericho Road 2:00-4:00 PM
$219,900, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Morgan Johnson
304.419.3664 oldcolony.com/124728.ad

Charleston 904 Valley Road 2:00-4:00 PM
$199,900, 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, DeWitt Blundon
304.546.2581 oldcolony.com/126659.ad

Hurricane 2361 Virginia Avenue 2:00-4:00 PM
$119,900, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Leigh Ann Harless
304.382.7137 oldcolony.com/126480.ad

Dunbar 1246 Kanawha Avenue 2:00-4:00 PM
$269,000, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Warren Danzer
304.552.5009 oldcolony.com/125766.ad

Poca 102 Scarlet Hills 2:00-4:00 PM
$269,000, 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Drema Davis
304.741.1400 oldcolony.com/127017.ad

Charleston 842 Carroll Road 2:00-4:00 PM
$163,900, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Ruby Abdulla
304.610.0263 oldcolony.com/127008.ad

Scott Depot 140 Heritage Place 2:00-4:00 PM
$85,900, 2 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, Wanda Robertson
304.552.2210 oldcolony.com/126234.ad

South Charleston 1008 Rustling Road 2:00-4:00 PM
$269,900, 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths, Ben Moore
304.206.8912 oldcolony.com/124941.ad

Poca 199 Spruce Lane 2:00-4:00 PM
$235,000, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Amber Thaxton
304.444.3305 oldcolony.com/125918.ad

W illiam E. Dawson, Broker of Record
1210 Kanawha Boulevard, E

Charleston, WV 25301

Hurricane Route 2, Box 98 2:00-4:00 PM
$225,000, 3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Ilene Kerr
304.543.5593 oldcolony.com/126904.ad

Scott Depot 4 Appaloosa Lane 2:00-4:00 PM
$244,900, 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths, Bill Smith
304.550.4260 oldcolony.com/124000.ad


